108 ISSN 2410-5333 (print), ISSN 2522-1132 (online) BicHuk X[AK. Bunyck 54. 2019

B hitps://doi.org/10.31516/2410-5333.054.11
Y[IK 070.1:327.5] (477:470)

K. O. Temchur, graduate student, Oles Honchar Dnipro National University,
Dnipro

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6162-7614
karina-aleksandrovna@meta.ua

CONFLICT DISCOURSE IN UKRAINIAN MEDIA DURING THE
RUSSIAN AGGRESSION IN THE AZOV SEA

This article explores the pathogenic rhetoric of the Ukrainian media during the
Russian attack on Ukrainian ships in the Kerch Strait. The purpose of the study
is to define the terms of hate speech, dysphemisms and euphemisms used by
journalists. To date, their functioning in the Ukrainian media discourse in the
period of aggression in Azov has not been studied. The knowledge of these
expressions and the application mechanisms of their usage helps to withstand
some methods of hybrid war. The sources of these statements, including
journalists, politicians, experts, activists, are found out. The author argues that
the tendencies of conflict discourse in the Ukrainian media continue. Moreover,
hate speech is constantly spread by the same media. The reason for this
phenomenon is the lack of legislative regulation of coverage of the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict and self-regulation of the media in Ukraine.

Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian conflict, war, Kerch Strait, hate speech,
euphemism, dysphemism.
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KOH®JIMKTHbIN BUCKYPC YKPAUHCKUX MELQUA BO BPEMS
ArPECCHM POCCUN B ASOBCKOM MOPE

Wccnenyetca naTtoreHHas putoprka yKpamHCKnx Meama Bo Bpemsi HanageHust
Poccum Ha ykpanHckne kopabnu B KepyeHckom nponuee. Llenb uccnegosa-
HUS — PacCMOTPETb TEPMUHBI A3blka Bpaxabl, AMChemMn3mMbl 1 eBOEMU3MBI,
KOTOPbIE MCNONb30BAM XYPHANNCTLI. Ha CEerogHAWHMN aeHb nX QYyHKUMO-
HMUPOBAHME B YKPAMHCKOM Meama Ouckypce nepvoaa arpeccum Ha A3oBe He
N3y4eHO. 3HaHNE 3TUX BbIPAKEHMIA N MEXAHN3MOB X MPUMEHEHUS MOMOraeT
NMPOTMBOCTOSATL HEKOTOPLIM MeToAaM rmOpuaHON BOVHbI. BbIICHEHbI NCTOY-
HUKM 3TUX BbICKA3blBAHWI, CPeay KOTOPbIX — CaMun XYPHAIUCTbI, MOAUTUKMA,
9KCNepPTbl, aKTUBUCTbI. YCTAHOBIEHO, H4TO TEHAEHLMM KOHDANKTHOMO Anuckypca
B YKPaMHCKNX Meya CoxXpaHsaioTcsl. bonee Toro, 93bIk Bpaxasl NOCTOSHHO pac-
NPOCTPAHAETCS OAHUMMN 1 TeMU Xe megma. MNpuynHa 3Toro 9BneHns — OTCyT-
CTBME B YKpanHe 3aKOHOLATENIbHOr0 PEryInpoBaHnst OCBELLLEHNS POCCUNCKO-
YKPaNHCKOro KOHMANKTA M CaMOPEryMPOBaHns Meama.

KnoyeBbie ¢/10Ba: POCCUCKO-YKPDANHCKUM KOHQVKT, BoOviHa, Kep4YeHckuii
MPOJINB, 3bIK BPaXAbl, 3BOEMUIMbI, ANCHEMUMBI.
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KOH®JIIKTHUA BUCKYPC YKPAIHCbKUX MEAIA MIA YAC
ATPECII POCII B ASOBCbKOMY MOPI

AkTyanbHicTb. [OCNigXEHO NaToreHHy puUTOpUKY YKpPaiHCbKMX Mepia nepi-
ony Hanagy Pocii Ha ykpaiHcbki kopabni B KepyeHcbkiin npoToui. Ha cborogHi
il GYHKLIIOHYBaHHS B yKpPaiHCbKOMY MeAiaAnCcKypCi nig yac arpecii Ha A30Bi He
BMBYEHO.

MeTa. BuaHaunty TEpMiHN MOBM BOPOXHEYI, Anchemidammn Ta eBOEMI3MU, SKi
BMKOPVCTOBYBAM XYPHANICTU.

MeToponorisa. [lpoaHanisoBaHO TEPMIHOMOMYHWUIA anapar, SKuiA BUKOPUC-
TOBYBaNM yKpaiHCbKi MeAia Mg 4ac OnepaTtMBHOrO BUCBITNIEHHS arpecii Ha
A30BCbKOMY MOpi. 3a [JOMOMOro KOHTEHT-aHanidy npoaHanizoBaHO TEKCTM
IHTEpHeT-pecypcCiB, AKi BUCBITIIOBANM XPOHIKY MOAi y peanbHOMy Yaci. Ta-
KOX LOCAIOXEHO TEKCTU IHTEpHET-Mefja, NPeACTaB/EHi B NOLYKOBIA CUCTEMI
Google.

PesynbraTtn. PO3rgHYTO MOBY BOPOXHEYi, AMcdemiamu Ta eBHEMI3MU B TEK-
CTax XypHanicTiB, 30KpemMa B Tak 3BaHOMY «TEKCTOBOMY OHMaWHi». AKLWO AnC-
demiamy nuwe posnaniolTb HEHABUCTb Y CYCMINLCTBI, TO eBGEMI3MM L0MNO0-
MaraloTb 3MEHLUUTY HanpyXeHHs. NpoTe 06uaBa MexaHiaMu € HeraTVBHUMM,
ake NpM3BOASTb 0 BUKPUBNIEHHS peasibHOI cuTyauji.

HoBu3sHa. [1ig 4ac BMCBITNIEHHS yKpPaiHCbKMMKU Mefja arpecii Ha A30BCbKOMY
MOpi BMKOPUCTOBYBanucS i aucdemiamu, i eBdemiamn. 3’aC0BaHO axepena
LIMX BUCNOBAIOBAHb, CEPEA, SKNX — CaMi XYPHaniCTh, NONITUKM, EKCNEPTY, ak-
TUBICTW. TakMuM YMHOM, XYPHANICTU MOLUMPIOIOTb MATOrEHHI BUCIOB/OBAHHS
TakoX, LMTYIO4M COBa TPETIX OCib.

MpakTuyHe 3Ha4YeHHSA. 3HAHHS LMX BMC/OBIB Ta CNOCOOIB iX 3aCTOCYBaHHS
[onomarae npoTUCTOATU AeskM MeTofaM ribpuaHoi BiHW. AkTyanbHe po3-
pPOBNEHHS MexaHi3My 3aKOHO[JABYOr0 PErynioBaHHS KOHONIKTHOrO AUCKYpCY
YKPAIHCbKMX Mefia Ta NOLUYKY LUASXIB MOr0 YCYHEHHS.

BucHoBku. Bn3HayeHo, WO TeHAeHLiT KOHPAIKTHOro ANCKYPCY B YKPAiHCbKMX
Megija iCHYOTb. BinbLue Toro, MOBY BOPOXHEUi NMOCTIMHO NOLUMPIOIOTL OAHI 1 Ti
cami megia. MpuynHa Lpboro sBMLLA — BIACYTHICTb B YKpaiHi 3aKOHO4ABYOro
PErynioBaHHs BUCBITNEHHS POCINCLKO-YKPAIHCbKOr0 KOHMIKTY Ta caMmopery-
NIOBAHHA Meaia.

Knio4yoBi cnoBa: pociricbko-ykpaiHCbKuii KOHQIKT, BiviHa, Kep4yeHcbka npo-
TOKa, MOBa BOPOXHEYI, eBGeMIi3Mu, ANCHEMI3MU.

Introduction. Today Ukraine is in a state of hybrid war with Russia.
Under such conditions, a powerful means of propaganda and incitement of
conflict is the use of hate speech. At the same time, the definition of this
concept, which would be in line with international standards, is still not
regulated by law. Also, the Ukrainian legislation lacks punishment for
using hate speech. Thus, the use of hate speech in the Ukrainian media is
not controlled. Misunderstanding of the nature and the mechanism of this
phenomenon by the journalists makes the country weak in the face of the
military aggression of the enemy.
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The notion of «hate speech» in general terms can be interpreted as «any
expression of discrimination and hatred of people through their identity»
(Countering hate: monitoring <«hate speech» against LGBT people and
responding to its manifestations in Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia and
Ukraine, 2018). Researchers have identified the most widespread hate speech
in the Ukrainian media for coverage of Russian-Ukrainian relations. These are
nine words: «vatnik», «moskal’», «rashizm/rashist», «lugandon», «mordors,
<«benderi», «separi» (Morgun, 2016). It is noted that such disparaging names
(«pejoratives) arise on the basis of negative ethnostereotypes and artificially
split society (Hnatiuk, 2015). They also humiliate the enemy («dehumanize
the enemy»), therefore, is a way of psychological protection (Karpiak,
2014).

The following types of hate speech in the media are distinguished:

—  calls for violence;

— direct incitement to discrimination, including in the form of general
slogans;

—  veiled calls for violence and discrimination;

— creation of a negative image of an ethnic, religious or a certain social
group;

— justification of historical cases of violence and discrimination;

— publications and statements that doubt generally acknowledged
historical facts of violence and discrimination;

— statements about the inferiority of a particular ethnic or religious group
or a certain social group as such;

— statements on historical crimes of an ethnic or religious group as such;

— statements on the criminal nature of a particular ethnic or religious
group;

— statements about moral shortcomings of a particular ethnic or religious
group;

— allegations of negative influence of one or another ethnic, religious or
certain social group on society or state;

— mentioning a certain group or its representatives in a humiliating or
offensive context;

— quoting obviously xenophobic statements and texts without comment;

— accusating of a group of attempts to seize power or of territorial
expansion;

— denial of citizenship because of ethnicity (Ahmetieva, 2007).

Thus, during a hybrid war between Ukraine and Russia it is simply
impossible to avoid using the hate speech.

In addition to hate speech, the media use euphemisms and dysphemisms.
The former mitigates the statement, the latter, on the contrary, gives
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it a negative coloring. Euphemization is substitution of words with
rude or indecent meaning by words that express this content covertly.
Dysphemization is a reverse phenomenon, the use of the more rude word
instead of the stylistically and emotionally neutral one. Both mechanisms
lead to distortion of the true meaning of the message.

A number of scientific publications deal with to the study of neologisms
in the period of the Ukrainian-Russian conflict. These are various language
aggressions that occur on both sides. They are used to cover events in the
Crimea, the Donbass and Russia. Researchers note the intensification of
the use of hate speech in Ukrainian media space with the onset of events on
Maidan in 2013-2014.

Lexical changes in Ukrainian media space caused by socio-political
transformations of 2013-2017 years were studied by M. Stepanenko,
A. Morhun, V. Hnatiuk, T. Bondarenko, O. Taranenko, N. Lysiuk and others.
Today there are no studies of hate speech during the military clash in the
Azov Sea.

On November 25, 2018, a navy ship group were sailing from the port of
Odessa to the port of Mariupol. Near the Kerch Strait, one of the Russian
coast guard ships rammed the Ukrainian tug <«Jany-Kapu», Ukrainian
sailors were wounded and captured. The Russian side assured that they did
not receive any request for permission to pass, that is Ukrainian ships were
illegal in Russian territorial waters. The Naval Forces of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine, in turn, reported that the march was planned, that is, they had been
warned about it in advance.

The purpose of the article is to define the manifestations of hate speech,
euphemization and dysphemization in the Ukrainian media during the
aggression of Russia in the Sea of Azov.

The objective of the article is to analyse hate speech, euphemisms
and dysphemisms in the texts of Ukrainian Internet resources during this
period.

Methodology. The study was conducted using the method of content
analysis. The author analysed Ukrainian Internet resources that provided
online chronology of events around the zone of conflict in the real time
(news.liga.net and newsone.ua) and their post-analysis (gazeta.ua, 24tv.ua,
112.ua).

In the texts of these Internet resources, words that contained hate speech,
dysphemisms and euphemisms were singled out. It was found out that their
source was not only journalists, but also political and public figures. This fact
prompted the thought that responsibility for spreading such statements lies
not only with journalists.

Results. All Ukrainian media begin their reports about the Russia’s
aggression in the Sea of Azov with reference to the press center of the
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Ukrainian Navy. Some of them resorted to this way of presenting information
in real time as a chronicle. With this way of reporting dynamic information,
the announcement of new related events seems to be authentic. Among such
resources are news.liga.net and newsone.ua. They updated the information
in real time over the next few days. In this way, the media create something
like a newsletter (it is also called «text online») (Fig.1). In addition to brief
operational information, reports of these resources also contained comments
from politicians and experts.
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Figure 1. «Text online» on news.liga.net resource dated November 25, 2018.
Source:https://news.liga.net/politics/chronicle/rossiya-napala-na-ukrainu-v-
azovskom-more-hronika,/page5 (28.02.2019)

Besides, some media resources, for example, gazeta.ua, 24tv.ua, 112.ua,
began to submit a post-chronology of the conflict. Such materials were
psted during the following months and can be classified as correspondence
according to the genre.

Such actions of Russia are classified as an act of aggression. In accordance
with Resolution 3314 (XXIX) of the General Assembly of the United Nations
of December 14, 1974, the act of aggression is, in particular, an attack of the
armed forces of the state on land, naval, air forces, or naval and air fleets of
another state. Thus, according to international law, the events on the Azov
Sea are precisely «aggression».

In their reports, in addition to the term <aggression», the media used the
following concepts: «the conflict in Azov», «the collision in the Azov Sea»,
«Russian escalation in the Kerch Strait», «the incident in the Kerch Strait»,
«the sea provocation», «the war in the Sea of Azovs. In particular, resources
news.liganet and newsone.ua, which provided a timeline of events in real
time, used the following expressions:

1) news.liga.net — «Russian aggression against Ukrainian ships», «armed
attack and seizure of Ukrainian ships», «Black Sea incident».
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2) newsone.ua — <use of force by Russia», «aggressive actions of Russia»,
«the Russian Federation used weapons for defeat», «an attack on
Ukrainian ships», «provocative actions of Russia», «exacerbation in the
Sea of Azov».

Consequently, the media continues to use commonly accepted
euphemisms to denote military aggression.

All expressions that contain hate speech and dysphemisms can be divided
into four groups according to the source.

1. Hate speechin the statements of politicians. 1) «Having torn Ukraine
into pieces, Poroshenko and the entire maidannaia gopkompaniia, will then
make a tour around the world with lectures on the benefits of democracy, just
as Saakashvili is doing now. Peace has already been established in Donbass.
At present they have started with Kerch Strait. They are highwaymen.
And the methods of highwaymen are: first provocation, then force pressure,
and then accusation of aggression», — said Maria Zakharova, speaker of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation (25.11.2018, newsone.
ua) (Fig.2).

"Pasopeae YkpauHy Ha yacmu, MopoweHko u eca malidaHHas 20nKOMNaHUA, KAK
ceiivac amo denaem Caaxkaweunu, nomom Gydym 2acmpoaupoeams no Mupy c
nekyuamu o nonsse demokpamuu. B flon6acce mup yxce ycmarnoeunu. Teneps 3a
KepyeHckuii nponue npuxanucs. aHdumei ¢ Gonsuwoii dopozu. M memodsi
GaHdumcKue: CHOYaNa NPoeoKaAyus, 3amem cunoeoe daeneHue, a Nomom
obeuHenue & azpeccuu”, - 3aseuna cnuxep MU/] P® Mapusa 3axapoea.

Fig. 2 Message in «text online» on the resource newsone.ua containing hate speech
and dysphemisms. Source: https://newsone.ua/news/accidents/rossijskij-spetsnaz-
obstreljali-i-zakhvatil-ukrainskie-korabli-v-azovskom-more-vse-podrobnosti-eskalatsii.
html (28.02.2019)

2) «Urgent! On the way out of the Kerch Strait rosiyane used weapons
against the ship of the Naval forces of Ukraine. One injured is on board.
The Army Navy forces are deploying assistance measures. Before that,
rosiyane threatened to use weapons during the release of naval vessels from
the so-called «territorial sea of the Russian Federation» near the Crimea»
(Permanent Representative of the President of Ukraine to the Crimea Boris
Babin, 25.11.2018, newsone.ua) (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3. Post on Facebook of the permanent representative
of the President of Ukraine in the Crimea, Boris Babin, which resource newsone.ua
has republished. Source: https://newsone.ua/news/accidents/rossijskij-spetsnaz-
obstreljali-i-zakhvatil-ukrainskie-korabli-v-azovskom-more-vse-podrobnosti-eskalatsii.
html (28.02.2019)

3) «In social networks, they published photos of two captured Ukrainian
sailors: Andrey Artemenko and Andrei Aydar. «Cadets. Ukrainian sailors.
Wounded by Russian bandits and captured, — wrote Irina Herashchenko,
vice speaker of parliament in Facebook» (news.liga.net, 11.26.2018).

2. Hate speech in the statements of journalists. 1) «The ringleader
of the Crimean separatists Aksenov: «Hysterics and provocations from
the neighboring country will continue until the authorities in Kiev have a
Russophobic regime» (news.liga.net, 25.11.2018).

2) «Together with the reports of the incident near Crimea, the Russian
propaganda media massively made the strongest shelling of residential
areas in the occupied part of the Donetsk region from the Ukrainian side»
(news.liga.net, 25.11.2018).

3. Hate speech in the statements of experts. 1) Today, the ships
(I mean the Russian Navy), of the «zaporebrikovye» group on Azov is in
a state of permanent expansion <..>. In the long run, it should be the basis
of the naval power of «vatoboytsyi» in the Sea of Azov and be able to solve
the widest range of combat tasks. <..> The Command of the Russian Navy
<..> is already working on deployments a permanent naval operational
unit in the north-eastern part of its water area (this is a «reinforcement»
of already deployed naval «Chekists»)», — says military expert Konstantin
Mashovets» (gazeta.ua, 05.05.2018).

4. Hate speech in the statements of activists. In «text online»
journalists also cite civic activists. In particular, the post by Alexander
Gagaev contains direct calls for action. «In connection with the events in the
Kerch Strait, we are rushing out to rashistske embassy in Povitroflotskaya.
Join us!» (Alexander Gagaev, newsone.ua, 25.11.2018) (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 4. The post by activist Oleksandr Gagaev calling for a meeting
under the Russian embassy in Kyiv has republished by newsone.ua.
Source: https://newsone.ua/news/accidents/rossijskij-spetsnaz-obstreljali-i-zakhvatil-
ukrainskie- korabli-v-azovskom-more-vse-podrobnosti-eskalatsii.html (28.08.2019)

Discussion. The research shows that today in the Ukrainian media
space, the tendencies of conflict discourse, which began in 2013-2014,
are maintained. The reason for this phenomenon is the lack of legislative
regulation of the coverage of the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict. So far, the
Ukrainian legislation does not even provide a definition of hate speech, to
say nothing about the punishment for its use. Internet resources have the
greatest freedom of action. This condition contributes to the circulation and
multiplication of examples of hate speech and dysphemisms.

At the same time, the media that had used hate speech earlier, go on
using it. The resources news.liga.net, gazeta.ua, 24tv.ua, in which we found
hate speech, often used it before (Avoiding hate speech will bring peace,
2015). The reason for this is the lack of self-regulation of these media.

Recent studies indicate a sharp increase in the amount of hate speech
and the substitution of euphromising to dysfamilization. This situation can
be characterized as about the transformation of journalism and acquisition
of its signs of propaganda. In particular, modern journalistic texts contain
direct calls for action, a black-and-white picture of the world, they change
the system of values and behavior of the audience (Taranenko, 2017). Our
research confirms such conclusions. But according to our results, the media
actively continue to use euphemisms in the coverage of hostilities.

The problem of conflict of the Ukrainian media discourse requires
further research. In particular, it is necessary to develop legal mechanisms
for regulating linguistic aggression, possible ways of reducing it.

Conclusions. In the media discourse of Ukraine, which is in a state of
hybrid war with Russia, there is a hate speech towards the opposite side.
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Today, the media have also developed a series of sustained euphemisms and
dysphemisms that are used in reports of hostilities.

Hate speech and dysphemisms occur both in the statements of the
journalists themselves and in quoting politicians, experts, and public figures.
Journalists also continue to use euphemisms to disguise the real content of
the message.

The coverage of aggression in the Azov Sea by the Ukrainian media
shows that the tendencies of conflict discourse that began during the events
of the Maidan continue.
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