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THE COMMUNICATION FUNCTION OF JOURNALISM

This article is suggests an analysis of the place of the communicative function
in the functional structure of journalism. The authors try to prove that the
communicative function is the key function of journalism, since it mediates
all other journalistic functions. In this context, the definition of journalism as a
social-communication institution is suggested. It is noted that in the analysis of
the functional structure of journalism the information function is the main one,
however, the communication function occupies a central place in it, since all
other functions are realized in one way or another through communication of
citizens, state, public and private structures through the media and journalistic
activities.

Key worlds: journalism, mass media, social institute, functional structure
of journalism, communicative function of journalism.

0. I. PomaHI0K, IOKTOP NOMITUYHMX HAyK, NPOdEeCOp, XapKiBCbKa AepXaBHa
akazemis KynbTypu, M. Xapkis

I. M. KoBaneHko, kaHOMOAT HayK i3 COLjiaibHNUX KOMYHiKaLii, AOLEHT,
XapkiBcbka fiepxaBHa akageMis Kynstypu, M. Xapkis

KOMYHIKALINHA ®YHKLISA XXYPHANICTUKU

MeTa ctaTi — 06r'pyHTYBaTV riNOTESY, L0 NPOBIAHOI0 GYHKLIE XYPHANICTUKN
€ KOMYHiKaLiiHa.

MeTomonoria pocnigxeHHsa. OCHOBOKW [OOCHIMKEHHA € CUCTEMHUN,
CTPYKTYPHO-DYHKLOHANBbHWIA Ta KOMNAPATUBHUIA aHani3 XyPHaNCTUKK K CO-
LlianbHOro iHCTUTYTY Ta Pi3HOBMAY COLianbHOI AiSIbHOCTI.

Pe3ynbraTtu. 3a3Buyaii nig yac aHaniay GyHKLIOHaNbHOI CTPYKTYPU XypHanic-
TUKM FONOBHOIO € iHpopMauiiHa YyHKLiS, OAHAK LeHTpanbHe MicLe B Hill no-
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cifae KOMyHikauiiHa, OCKiibku BCi iHLWI GYHKLIT Tak Yy iHakwe peanisytoTbCs
yepes KOMYHIKaLLiio FpoMaasH, AEPXaBHUX, TPOMAZCLKUX Ta MPUBATHUX CTPYK-
Typ 3a 4ONOMOroto 3aco6iB MacoBoi iHpopMaLLii Ta KypHaniCTCbKOI AisfIbHOCTI.
Cama no cobi iHpopMaList He Bigirpae Baxnneoi poni 6e3 ii nepenadi Big 0gHMX
couianbHMX cy6’eKkTiB A0 iHWKX. TakMM YMHOM, MOXHA 3a3HA4YUTU, LLO KOMY-
HikaujnHa OYHKUIA Y GYHKLIOHABHIN CTPYKTYPI XYPHaNICTUKN € CUCTEMOYTBO-
PIOI0YOIO.

HoBun3aHa. 3anponoHOBaHO BU3HAYATW XYPHANICTUKY He SIK COLLianbHUIA IHCTU-
TYT, @ K COLia/IbHO-KOMYHiKaLLIHWNIA.

MpakTuyHe 3HaYeHHs. Pe3ynsTaTi JOCAILXEHHS CPUATAMYTb MGLIOMY PO-
3YMIHHIO CYTHOCTI XYPHanNiCTVKM, ii poni B CyCninbCTBi, GYHKLLIOHABHOI CTPYK-
Typw Ta B3aeMOoLii PyHKLR.

KniouoBi cnoBa: xypHasicTuka, 3acobu MacoBoi iHgopmaLlii, couianbHuii
IHCTUTYT, (OYHKUIOHaIbHa CTPYKTypa XYPHaniCTUKMU, KOMYHIKaTuBHa QYHKLLS
XKYPHaMCTUKN.

A. U. PomaHIoK, 0OKTOP NOANTUYECKMX HayK, Npodeccop, XapbkoBckas
rocyAapCTBEHHAs akagemMuns KynbTypsbl, I. XapbkoB

W. N. KoBaneHko, kaHAMAAT HayK MO COLMaNbHbIM KOMMYHUKALMSAM, OLEHT,
XapbkoBCKasi rocy4apCTBEHHAs akaaeMus KySibTypbl, I. XapbkoB

KOMMYHUKALMOHHAA GYHKLUUSA XXYPHAJTUCTUKHU

[poaHann3npoBaHo MeECTO KOMMYHUKALIMOHHON GYHKLMN B PYHKLMOHAIIbHOM
CTPYKTYpE XypHanucTukun. [lokasaHo, 4To BeayLen GyHKLMEN XYPHANUCTUKN
SIBNSETCA KOMMYHUKAUMOHHASA, NOCKOJIbKY OHA OMOCPeLyeT BCe OCTaslbHble
XypHanmcTckne GyHKumm. B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE NPEIOXEHO ONpeaeNieHne Xyp-
HaNMCTMKM KaK COLManbHO-KOMMYHUKALMOHHOTO MHCTUTYTA. OTMEYeHOo, 4To
npv aHanuse QyHKUMOHANBHOM CTPYKTYPbI XYPHAIMCTUKN TaBHbIM SBASET-
ca MHOOPMaLMOHHAA QYHKUMSA, OOHAKO LeHTPanbHOe MECTO B HEW 3aHMMaeT
KOMMYHUKALLMOHHAs!, MOCKOJbKY BCe OCTabHble GYHKLMM Tak Uan nHave pea-
NIN3YIOTCS Yepe3 KOMMYHUKALMIO rPaXaaH, roCyAapCTBEHHbIX, 0OLLECTBEHHbIX
1 YaCTHbIX CTPYKTYP C NMOMOLLLIO CPEACTB MacCOBOM MHbOPMaLMK 1 XypHa-
JIMCTCKOM AeATENbHOCTY.

KnioueBble cnoBa: XypHaiucTuka, CPEACTBa MacCOoBOW WHGopMaLmu,
CoUMasbHBIA MHCTUTYT, QYHKUMOHAIbHAS CTPYKTypa XYPHaNINCTUKA, KOMMY-
HUKaLMOHHasH QYHKLMS XYPHATUCTUKN.

Journalism is one of the most important social institutions, without
which a normal functioning of society is unthinkable, regardless of the bases
on which it is created and operates. As a social institute, journalism arose
from the necessities of providing comprehensive and objective informing of
subjects of social life about social reality, which is necessary for an optimal
functioning of all other social institutions and society as a whole as a self-
regulated system. The social mission of journalism is manifested primarily
in its functions. The functions of journalism characterize the totality of its
onuses and tasks it performs. These functions were analyzed in many works
of both foreign scholars (as Tony Harcup (2004), Erik Neveu (2009), Stephan
RufB-Mohl (2003), Valentine Voroshilov (2000), Eugene Prokhorov (2011))
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and Ukrainian ones (as Vitaliy Karpenko (2002), Thor Mykhaylyn (2011)).In
most of these works, the key position was given information function among
all the functions of journalism. However, the authors of this article believe
that although journalism arose from the needs of information dissemination,
but its leading function is communicative, because it permeates all others.
The proof of this thesis is main aim of this article.

We can be giving the following arguments in favor of key role of
communication function in journalism functional system. Among all social
institutions, journalism is a special institution that ensures communication
(that is, enables and supports the process of social interaction) through
informational messages. The preliminary and obligatory condition of
informational interaction in the field of journalism is the establishment
of contact with the “counterparty”, that is, establishing communication
with the mass audience and social institutions. Like any social institution,
journalism enters into communicative relations with other social institutions.
It is no coincidence that journalism is often described as “a means of
mass communication”. The journalism provides a dialogue and process of
communication between the public and social institutions, as a result of
which the structures or individuals that exercise their powers in the system
of social institutions adjust their actions and decisions, or public opinion
corrects its assessment of the actions and decisions made in the system of
social institutions. The citizens are able to form their social position, and
government structures receive consultations on public opinion, trends in the
development of social consciousness using the communicative possibilities
of journalism, and, therefore, they have the opportunity to choose the most
optimal option for decision-making. The communicative function, which at
first glance seems purely “technical”, is effectively realized only in the strict
sense (Prokhorov, 2011, p. 59).

The most important purpose of journalism is to meet the information
needs of man, society, state, which forms its informational function. The
regular reception of economic, political, social and cultural information in
the modern world has become a standard of living. Through journalistic
activities, people receive information about significant events that affect all
spheres of life (politics, economics, culture, religious life, sports, secular life,
etc.); natural and man-made disasters; wars and armed conflicts; actions and
decisions adopted or approved in the system of social institutions. However,
transmitting and receiving information immanently involves communication
between its producers and consumers.

From the point of view of public interest, journalism adapts part of
scientific and practical knowledge of these groups to be received by mass
consciousness in order to accept other behavioral models of behavioral
models, ideologies (culture, morals, ethics, and aesthetics) and ways of
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development. It gives birth to its adaptive function, which also involves
communication between variety actors of social life.

Because the media acute problems of public life widely known, journalism
acts as an agitator, that persuades citizens, officials and authorities to solve
them. Journalists’ publications not only address such issues, but also are often
suggest ways to solve them. Thus, journalism also performs the agitating
function, which is also mediated by the communication between agitators
and persons agitated.

The journalistic information received by citizens, state and other social
structures, in relation to pressing social problems, helps to mobilize them to
solve these problems. One can site thousands of examples when important
problems of public life were solved thanks to the media. However, the
mobilization function of journalism is predetermined by the nature of the
political regime. More liberal and democratic regimes provide journalists
more opportunities for the implementation of this function give.

By their very nature, all mass-media can support normal functioning
of the society to which their influence extends. The fact of regular reading
of certain newspapers and magazines, listening to certain radio programs,
watching certain TV programs by different people creates certain social
communities — the audiences. For the journalists who are realize of the
integrative function, they first virtue is the ability to integrate in the approach
to material the needs of society with the care of individual information
consumers.

Another important social function of journalism is the control over the
functioning of state and local authorities and other social institutions. The
control function is performed mainly by independent (non-governmental)
media, serving as structures of civil society. Thanks to it media are defined
as the “fourth estate” or “the fourth power”. When the actions and decisions
taken by the system of government institutions do not conform to the
assessments and views of the public, journalists, through public discussion,
suggest possible alternatives up to the replacement of persons who have
powers of authority by other persons whose actions and decisions will be
adequate to the assessments and views of the public. Journalism is constantly
monitoring all spheres of social life defining the agenda. It reveals social
needs and directs information flows along the lines that will help meet these
needs.

The cultural and educational function of journalism can be explained
by the fact that the level of society’s culture depends to a large extent on
the mass audience by is being informed the media. Being one of the cultural
institutions of society, journalism takes part in propaganda and dissemination
of high cultural values among the population, drawing on the best examples
of national and world culture. Thus, it contributes to a comprehensive
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development of man. The purpose of the cultural and educational function
is to enrich the inner world of a person; so that each person could be able to
independently choose the area of culture he is interested in the moment. This
is why journalists have to be thoroughly developed in cultural order to satisfy
the range of interests of their audience. The activities of journalists should
be aimed at expanding and transforming the boundaries of the interests of its
audience, but its main task still remains high-professional service of cultural
preferences of information consumers.

Speaking about the social functions of journalism, one cannot ignore its
entertainment one. Journalism helps the person in times of relaxation and
holiday-making. This function is manifested through advertising various
entertainment events, travel and fashion etc. in the press, on the radio, in
television shows. The actualization of this function, like all other functions
of journalism, is also impossible without communication.

Conclusion. Although the information function is usually placed first
in the analysis of the functional structure of journalism, the communicative
one is really central to it, since all other functions are one way or another
implemented through the communication of citizens, public and private
structures through mediaand the activities of journalists. Information by itself
is of little value without its transmission from some social actors to others.
Thus, the communicative function is a system-forming one in the functional
structure of journalism activates. The key role of the communicative function
is indirectly attested by the fact that journalism belongs to the field of social
communication sciences in the list of scientific specialties.

The authors believe that it would be more appropriate to define
journalism not just as a social institution, but as a social and communications
institution. However, this suggestion is debatable and requires an extensive
discussion in the professional environment.
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